THE

DIFFICULTY   OF  KNOWING   ONE'S-SELF.1

2 KINGS,  VIII.  PART OF THE  I3TH VERSE.

" And Hazael said, But what, is thy servant a dog, that he should
do this great thing ? "

WE have a very singular instance of the deceitfulness of
the heart, represented to us in the person of Hazael ;
who was sent to the prophet Elisha, to enquire of the Lord
concerning his master the King of Syria's recovery. For
the man of God, having told him that the king might recover
from the disorder he was then labouring under, begun to set
and fasten his countenance upon him of a sudden, and to
break out into the most violent expressions of sorrow, and a
deep concern for it; whereupon, when Hazael, full of shame
and confusion, asked, "Why weepeth my lord?" he answered,
" Because I know all the evil that thou wilt do unto the
children of Israel; their strongholds wilt thou set on fire,
and their young men wilt thou slay with the sword, and wilt
dasli their children, and rip up their women with child."
Thus much did the man of God say and know of him, by a

1 Prefixed to the issue in volume ten, "Miscellanies," 1745, is the
following:

" ADVERTISEMENT.

" The manuscript title page of the following sermon being lost, and
no memorandum writ upon it, as there were upon the others, when and
where it was preached, made the editor doubtful whether he should
print it as the Dean's, or not. But its being found amongst the same
papers; and the hand, though writ somewhat better, bearing a great
similitude to the Dean's, made him willing to lay it before the public,
that they might judge whether the style and manner also does not
render it still more probable to be his." [T. S.]